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The Right Information for the Right Person at the Right Time 
The library system of Nova 
Southeastern University plays an 
important role in the intellectual 
and cultural life of the university, 
our local community, and beyond. 
[ am grateful for this opportunity 
to look back at the libraries' growth 
and to highlight their accomplish-
ments in the 2006-2007 year. 
The NSU libraries are constantly engaged in strategic 
planning, as each library is regularly given the opportunity 
to participate in establishing goals, objectives, and strategies 
to meet the evolving needs of our patrons. Most recently, 
we have made technological advances in response to the 
impact of information-dri ven organ izations like Google, 
which have affected the role of libraries in our communities 
and universities. These organizations have prompted 
libraries such as ours to reevaluate how some of our 
reference services are performed. As our phys ical and 
electronic collections continue to grow, large investments 
are expanding the ways in which our patrons can access 
them. The NSU libraries are now better equipped to offer 
sophisticated information services. 
These technological advancements have allowed our 
librarians to more effecti vely customize services to the 
unique needs of our individual users. Unlike most library 
systems, NSU has a diverse population of patrons, ranging 
from preschoolers and parents to doctoral students and 
senior citizens. In response, our library staff is trained 
and positioned to prov ide comprehensive, appropriate, 
and reliable information-serving the research, recreational 
learning, and technology needs of our entire community, 
one individual at a time. It cannot be denied that the 
quality of a library's staff determines the quality of 
library services. 
The NSU library system serves yet another function, 
offering cultural enrichment programs, exhibits, and 
services available to both university and community 
members. This year's children's programming promoted 
a lifelong love of reading and proved the value of early 
li teracy learning. Promoting an appreciation for art, 
the Circle of Friends brought The NSU G kLss Garden, 
a custom-designed work by world-renowned glass artist 
Dale C hihuly, to NSU . This magnificent piece not only 
enhances the physical space it occupies in the Alvin 
Sherman Library, it makes a statement about the NSU 
libraries' growing prominence in the community. 
~~~-
Donald E. Riggs 
Vice President for Information Services 
and University Librarian 
5 



Library served the diverse needs of more than 500,000 patrons and thousands 
of distance learning students. Our library system not only makes it possible 
for NSU students to be successful in their academic pursuits, these five major 
libraries also provide members of the local community with the means for 
professional, intellectual, and 
personal advancement. 
As a joint-use facility, 
the Alvin Sherman Library, 
Research, and Information 
Technology Center is accessible 
ro NSU students and staff and NSU students and faculty members receive continuous training on all library 
resources, including online databases, to maxim ize their research resu lts. 
faculty members, as well as residents of Broward County. This user-friendly 
center boasts a winning blend of form and function-of technology, art, 
culture, vast sources of information, and knowledgeable and helpful staff 
members- all within a bright, welcoming setting. While the Alvin Sherman 



the university access to NSU's collections of scholarly research, recreational 
reading, and popular media. Collaborations with these South Florida 
government agencies have sparked growth in NSU's library databases 
and an improvement of our graphic user-interfaces-changes that have 
established a more accessible, seamless experience for Broward County 
patrons. The result is a rich, stimulating environment that welcomes 
people of various ages, educational backgrounds, and interests to learn, 
volunteer, network, and explore. 
A lifelong love of reading begins for local children through the Alvin 
Sherman Library's Family Literacy University. The lessons learned here 
are reinforced for preadolescents in our Summer Reading Program and 
other literature-based programming. These activities convince our youngest 
library patrons that recreational reading, which leads to self-directed 
learning, is fun. At the University School Media Center for prekindergarten 
through grade 5, early readers establish personal bonds with their library. 
During weekly visits, these students are thrilled by the chance to choose 
their next reading assignment from the library's shelves and discuss their 
favorite books with the librarian. This year, books came alive for Lower 
School children as author Marianne Berkes described how her stories made 
the transition from her mind to their 
hands. And, an engaging performance 
by the group Poetry Alive inspired 
many of our students to try reading 
and writing poems. 
Getting teenagers excited 
about the library can pose a bigger 
challenge. But NSU's Teen Volunteer Program and Teen Advisory Board 
provide University School students and local teens with a tremendous 
opportunity to create original library programming and meet school 
service-hour requirements, while building their leadership skills. 
"During the past year, I have been taking trips back 
in time to study the lives of a 1920s lawy&r named 
Homer Collyer, a 1930s law professor named Carl 
Zollmann , and a 1950s litigant named Evelyn McAfoos. 
Writing about these individuals has meant poring 
over old newspapers, locating their friends and 
relatives, and gathering up vital records , such as birth 
and death certificates. To accomplish these tasks, 
I have leaned heavily on the staff members of the 
Law Library, particularly Director Lisa A. Smith-Buller 
and Head of Public Services Robert W. Hudson. 
Together, we have located a treasure trove of material , 
including Homer's LL.M. thesis (at Columbia Univer-
sity), Carl's final notes (at Utrecht University in the 
Netherlands), and Evelyn's trial records (at the 
National Archives) . 
To date , I have completed an essay about Homer (for 
the Journal of Maritime Law and Commerce) and a 
chapter about Evelyn (for Law and Magic, a book 
being published by Carolina Academic Press). I'm 
now working on an article about Carl. Needless 10 say, 
I could nol have achieved any of Ihese Ihings wilhoul 
Ihe help of Ihe NSU Law Library, my indispensable 
parlner in research." 
-Roberl M. Jarvis, professor of law 


The library's Teen Room was designed with this energetic group in mind~ 
with comfortable spaces for teens ro study, relax, socialize, and explore 
interests such as blogging, gaming, podcasting, and anime/manga. The 
success of the Alvin Sherman Library's young-adult programming~ 
including an anime conference, 
gaming tournaments, and an 
SOO-game collection~has 
proven that the library can be 
a cool place to hang out. 
As technology changes the 
way we live and learn, the NSU University School students enjoy being part of a large, diverse university 
wi th access to many types of library services. 
libraries' adult population often turns to our helpful staff members 
for assistance with tasks ranging from checking email and surfing the Web 
to searching electronic databases. In our popular Adult Computer Camp, 
ambitious library patrons stop being intimidated by computer technology. 



their fingertips, the Law Center's first-year students become well acquainted 
with the online archives Westlaw and LexisNexis through the library's 
demonstrations. This year's Glad You Asked series answered law students' 
questions regarding summer clerkships, blogging, and utilizing electronic 
resources. Training experiences 
extend to our law faculty 
members with the library's 
annual Faculty Informs, which 
keep professors up-to-date on the 
latest library research tools and 
technology to enhance their 
classroom lessons and curricu lao 
The HPD li brary supports over 4,000 students in a wide range of academic programs 
OU f staff ensures that each of our patrons receives reliable and verifiable informat ion. 
Learning opportunities for professors and students in NSU's Oceano-
graphic Center range from the microscopic to mammoth-size at the 
William S. Richardson Ocean Sciences Library. Because the library is 



staff members- the HPD Library successfully prepares today's NSU 
students to become tomortow's health care providers. 
Every successful library is made possible by a knowledgeable staff 
dedicated to meeting the diverse needs of today's library patrons. 
The libraries of NSU are no 
exception. Our staff members 
have made it their mission to 
·";III ITIII: II 
connect all of our library visitors 
with the information and skills 
they need to achieve their goals. 
Through intergenerational and The library is no longer a building that you musl go to for information. 
Today, NSU's libraries are accessible online from around the world, 
interdisciplinary outreach and education, NSU's library staff members 
successfully execute the university's mission to promote lifelong learning, 
professional advancement, and personal growth. _ 

Shepard Broad Law Center Law 
Library and Technology Center 
Assisting Our Community 
• Since July 1, 2006, 337,161 patrons have 
visited the LL TC. 
• The Law Center's Web site has received 
1,184,520 hits. 
• In 2006, 11,926 items circulated. 
• Reference librarians assisted 56 faculty 
members through their liaison program. 
They answered 108 research requests from 
professors, providing 192 hours of research 
to fulfill these requests. 
• They answered 5,349 reference requests. 
• The Technical Services department 
acquired approximately 14,880 items; 
processed 8,858 new titles and volumes; 
withdrew 6,186 items; and corrected, 
updated, or edited more than 173,000 
bibliographic, authority, and patron records 
for all NSU libraries. 
• Technology staff members responded to 
1,028 email requests for help. The Audio 
Visual Department received 978 requests 
for assistance. Also, 878 requests for 
Apreso recordings of faculty classes were 
made and completed as Legal Replays. 
Web Services responded to more than 1,600 
email requests. Twenty-five videoconferencing 
sessions for the clinics were conducted. 
Faculty Inform topics included 
• Using Apreso 
• Using ExamSoft 
• Creating Your Own Information 
Awareness Resources 
• Using the Supreme Court Records 
and Briefs Database 
• Using Technology in the Classroom 
• Blogs: Nova Law City, located at 
http://nsu/aw.typepad.com/novalawcity/ 
• LL TC Question and Answer Session 
Current Awareness Services 
• University of Washington's CLIP service, 
the table of contents of law reviews is 
electronically sent to faculty members 
on a biweekly basis. 
• Lexis Alerts and Westlaw Westclips 
are set up for faculty members. These 
services alert faculty members to new 
articles, cases, legislation, or regulations 
on topics that are of interest. 
• BNA Alerts, as well as subject-appropriate 
articles, are forwarded in electronic format 
to faculty members on a daily basis. 
· AII faculty members' names are placed in 
the Index to Legal Periodicals and Major 
Newspaper databases in Lexis. The assistant 
dean for publications, the associate dean of 
academic affairs, and the professor are then 
notified whenever a professor's work is cited 
or a professor is quoted. 
• A Special Legal Bulletins Web site is also 
maintained at www.nsu/aw.nova.edu 
/Iibrary _tech/library/services/bul/etins. clm. 
At this site, links to the full text of news-
worthy, and often controversial, cases and 
legislation can be found, as well as links to 
articles on hot legal topics. Recent additions 
include the U.S. Supreme Court decision in 
Gonzales v. Carhart, the Iraq Study Group 
Report, and the new E-Discovery Civil 
Procedures Rules. 
• Daily world and national legal news is 
received via an RSS feed from The Jurist's 
"Paper Chase" and is posted at www 
. nsulaw.nova. edu/library _techllibrary 
/services/currentawareness/paperchase.clm 
William S_ Richardson Ocean 
Sciences Library 
• The library serves two world-class research 
organizations based at NSU's Oceanographic 
Center: The National Coral Reef Institute 
(NCR I) and the Guy Harvey Research 
Institute (GHRI). 
• The library is equipped with well over 
100 journal subscriptions and more than 
3,000 books or monographs, as well as 
Internet resources. 
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